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Young Saudis in search of fun / Two-thirds of the population of Saudi Arabia are under 24, but
they have no access to cinemas or nightclubs. Michel Bole-Richard reports on the cracks
appearing in the conservative regime.

Abdullah Eyaf, a young Saudi film director, has;ust completed his first '"documentary, Cinema
500 kilometres. It follows a group of Saudi movie buffs who decide to drive from Riyadh to
Bahrain for the pleasure of finally seeing a film in a real cinema. "It is the story of a journey into
a new world to enjoy an art form the way it was meant to be seen," says Raja al-Mutayri, 25,
the film critic on the daily newspaper Al-Riyadh and a member of the original group. While
looking at the internet he and his friends realized that "in Saudi Arabia it was only possible to
see 5% of all the films produced worldwide" (and only on television).

The number of fans in the group has more than doubled from about a dozen. They are film
critics, directors, scriptwriters and actors, and now they want to share with others the new
world they have discovered. It is not always an easy task, but Mutayri is sure there is a real
demand for films in Saudi Arabia. More than three-quarters of cinema audiences in
neighboring Bahrain are Saudis and he believes that cinemas will finally open in his home
country in a couple of years. "Businesspeople see it as a *lucrative market and are trying to
change the law. Saudi society will approve, because only a small number of people are
against opening cinemas."

Some of the shopping malls in Saudi Arabia already contain cinemas; the owners are just
wa|tmg for permlssmn to open their doors. "The *imams have less influence than they used
to," says Mutayri. "People now understand that films do not destroy the social *fabric, despite
what the imams say. Opening cinemas would 8lift one last cultural barrier ... and all the others
would disappear at the same time."

In many ways Saudi Arabia is already part of the global village, thanks to the internet, mobile
phones, satellite television and, since December, membership of the World Trade
Organization. Young people want change. With no plays, films, concerts or discotheques, they
are discovering a new world of entertainment. "There is some variety,” says one young man,
"but leisure activities are organized by 'specialists' who keep young people out. Older people
try to prevent the young from expressing themselves. But pressure is growing and one day the
bubble will burst. This is a natural development and completely Tinevitable."

It is clear that young people in Saudi Arabia want change, but with two-thirds of the population
under 24, and almost half under 14, the main problem is finding them all work. Every year
150,000 to 200,000 young people enter a job market where there is only work for 80,000.
Almost a third of the 20-24 age group is out of work. A lot of young people have nothing to do,
and there is almost no entertainment ®apart from television, video games, shopping, eating
out and sport. The number of cafes has increased dramatically. This is where the men meet in
the evenings.

At the One Way Cafe, a fashionable cafe where a Spanish football match is live on Al-Jazeera
TV, university students Mohad, Muhammad and Abdulaziz all agree that unemployment is the
main worry. "Everyone says it's difficult,”" they say, "and as you need a lot of money to get
married, we have to wait till we're 25 before we can marry and start a family."
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Abdulaziz Ben Salamah, a lecturer in communication science and consultant, says Saudi
Arabia's youth are not bored. "This is not a western country. It is different. We must preserve
that difference and respect cultural diversity. We don't want to copy the West, just to take the
good things, but family life is very important here. Each country develops in its own way.
Anyway, change will continue. It's inevitable!" Even women's rights? "Of course," Salamah
replies. "There are stupid traditions, such as the fact that women are not allowed to drive. But,
look, we already have mixed banks, hospitals and supermarkets. The country will open up | am
sure. | sometimes think it is changing too fast already."

Even Islamic conservatives agree to some extent. Mansur Askar, a sociologist at Muhammad
Ibn Saud Islamic University, says: "l am conservative, but you have to live in the present, with
the internet and satellite TV. Change is a normal thing, but we should only take what is
acceptable." He thinks cinemas are "for antisocial elements". Allowing women to drive is
impossible, because "there are already too many traffic jams". For him, Saudi Arabia means
"security, stability and family relationships".

In the evening on Tahlia Street, Jeddah's main avenue, young men drive up and down in their
big cars. They arrange meetings in the huge malls to look at the young women. They used to
put messages into their shopping baskets. Now they send them text messages.

To get away from Riyadh, the young drive 65km into the desert to Al-Thumamah, where they
climb the *dunes with their SUVs and quad bikes. Long-haired youths dance and fool around,
eating sunflower seeds and "’sipping soft drinks. At weekends there are crowds of people,
mainly young people and families. In the evening they light fires and sit around talking,
enjoying the clear desert air.

|. Match these words from the text with their definitions: 30%

1. a documentary 2. a movie buff 3. lucrative 4. an imam
5. the fabric 6. to lift 7. inevitable 8. apart from
9. adune 10. to sip

A) paperwork

B) unprofitable

C) impossible to avoid or prevent

D) a film or television program that deals with real people and events
E) a Muslim priest or leader

F) to drink in small amounts

G) a hill of sand.in the desert

H) someone who is very interested in and knows a lot about films
I) to carry

J) bringing a lot of money

K) the structure of a social unit

L) except from

M) to end

N) to drink in a lot amounts

M) 12" 13 [4) '5) [6) [7) [8) [9) [10) ]
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Il. Look in the text and find this information: 18%
11. How far is it from Riyadh to Bahrain?
12. What percentage of films made worldwide can be seen in Saudi Arabia?
13. How many people in Saudi Arabia are aged under 147
14. How many young Saudis aged between 20 and 24 are out of work?
15. How many young Saudis enter the job market each year?
16. How far is it from Riyadh to Al-Thumamah?

11) 12)
13) 14)
15) 16)

Ill. Decide whether these statements are True or False according to the text: 24%
17. There are no open public cinemas in Saudi Arabia.
18. Most films produced worldwide can be seen on Saudi TV.
19 Young people in Saudi Arabia are conservative and do not want change.
20. Most people watching films in cinemas in Bahrain are from Saudi Arabia.
21. Most people are against opening cinemas in Saudi Arabia.
22. Women are not allowed to drive in Saudi Arabia.
23. It is not possible to use the internet in Saudi Arabia.
24. Al-Thumamabh is a seaside resort.

17) | 18) [ 19) [20) [ 21) [22) [23) [ 24) |

IV. Fill in the blanks: 28%
1. migration 2.shed 3.theremains 4.lived 5. movement 6. burial sites

7. discovered 8. migrants 9. archaeologists 10. inhabited 11. hikers

(A) Archaeologists continue to learn more about early humans who __25__ Earth
during the most recent Ice Age. Scientists have learned this by studying _ 26__ of Ice Age
inhabitants. One iceman was buried in the Alps until he was discovered in 1991 by hikers.
Other ancient people have been found throughout Europe. Mountains and wetlands have
proved to be perfect __27__ because the climate and land have created good environments
for keeping human remains in good condition. Some Ice Age people inhabited caves, where
__28__ have found the remains of the bodies. They have also __29__ household objects
buried in cave homes. Another subject of inquire in the field of archaeology is the __30__ of
humans from one area to another. During the Ice Age, it is believed that humans migrated from
one continent to another. Objects that have been found by scientists show that these early
__31__ carried arts and crafts from Asia to the Americas. Scientists have created “virtual”
maps on the computer to show the migration patterns of early humans. The field of
archaeology continues to __32__ more light on the Earth’s early human inhabitants.

[25) [26) [27) [28) 129) [30) [31) [32) |
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1. active 2.sleep 3. physical 4. peaceful 5. psychological
6. anxious 7. treat 8. peaceful 9. conscious 10. make

(B) Hypnosis is an interesting technique that is sometimes used as __33___ treatment.
It started in the 1700s, when an Austrian doctor, Frank Mesmer, became famous for his ability
to __34__ various physical problems with "“mesmerism.” Mesmer's technique was an early
form of hypnosis.

The word hypnosis comes from the Great word hypnos, meaning *__35__."” However,
hypnaotized people are not sleeping. Their minds are __36__ and awake. Hypnosis is a
condition that is caused by special techniques. Usually hypnosis begins with suggestions that
the person feels __37__ and sleepy. The hypnatist then focuses the person’s attention on a
set of motions, like a swinging watch or necklace. When a person is hypnotized, he or she is
not _ 38__ of his or her actions.

The hypnotist controls what the person does. For this reason, some people believe
hypnosis is a dangerous activity. Doctors can use hypnosis to help their patients but must be
careful about how they use this type of treatment.

[33) [ 34) | 35) [ 36) [37) | 38) |
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